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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Part I — Preamble:

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

. IT BEomES TEME PREAK A7
Whep ipr-t prrse-of-bineg B-guepts, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
Flom “pelitiéat-bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers

of the earth the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should

declare the causes which impel them to the seg_aratl'on.
Questions:
L. According to this paragraph what is the goal of the writers?
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9 2.Why are they writing this document?
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3. Make a prediction of what will come next in the document based on what you have read in the
“Preamble.”
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Directions:
1. Read the complaints assigned to your group.
2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the questions below.
3. Select recordet, readers (2-3), and a presenter.
A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter. (Group should
discuss notes before being presented.)
The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class.
The presenter will read the groups responses to the class.
" All members of the group will participate and give their ideas as the group discusses the complaints.
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/ Part II — Beliefs:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creatot: with éertain tnalienablé Rishts, that ; among these are Life,

_p Liberty and the purs :t__of_Ha mess.--That‘_to secure these nghts Governments are

Eendsitisithe nght of the
laymg‘;lts fomﬂatlon on-

uestions:

N T “What ngi]ts ate- the Writers. clalmmg that they have?
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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Directions:

1. Read the complaints assigned to your group.

2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the questions below.

3. Select recorder, readers (2-3), and a presenter.

A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter. (Group should
discuss notes before being presented.)

The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class,

The presenter will read the groups responses to the class,

All members of the group will participate and give their ideas as the group discusses the complaints.

To Prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncamfortable, and distant from
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing wzth manly firmness his
invasions on the nghts of the people.

Questions:
1. What is each complaint about? Write a brief desciption of each complaint in your own words,
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2. Who ig “He” that the colomsts refeﬁg%-nzthe grievances?
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3. Who are the colonists blaming for their grievances? Why do you think they are. blammg him?
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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Directions:

1. Read the complaints assigned to your group. .
2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the ques’aons below.

3. Select recorder readers (2-3), and a presenter.

A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter.
{Group should discuss notes before being presented.)

The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class,

The presenter will read the groups responses to the class.

All inembers of thie group will participate and give their ideas as the group discusses the
complaints.
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To Prove this, let Facts be submitted toa candtd world.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of the;r ojﬁces, and the
payment of thexr salanes

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the consent of our
Iegzslatures
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He has ajfected to render the Military independent of and supenor 6 the Civil pawgr

Questzons
1 **What is cach Qomplamt about? WJ;HS a brief descnptlon of eaclt. cpmplmnnm your own words,
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2. Who is “He” thaf the colonists refer to in the gnevances?
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3. Who are the colomsts blammg for thelr gnevancés? Why do you, thmk they are blammg hlm‘?
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Student Activity Sheet: Invesﬁgaﬁng the Declaration of Independence

Directions:

1. Read the complaints assigned to your group.

2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the questions below.

3. Select recorder, readers (2-3), and a presenter.

A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter. °
(Group should discuss notes before being presented.)

The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class.

The presenter will read the groups responses to the class,

All members of the group will participate and give their ideas as the group discusses the
complaints.

To Prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

ey

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our consent:

Questions:
1. What is each complamt about? Write a bnef descnptlon of each complamt in your own words.
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2. Who is “He” that the colonists refer to in the grievances?
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3. Who are the colonists blammg for their grievances? Why do you think they are blaming him?
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‘Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Directions:

1. Read the complaints assigned to your group.

2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the questions below,

3. Select recorder, readers {(2-3), and a presenter.

A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter.
(Group should discuss notes before being presented.) )

The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class.

The presenter will read the groups responses to the class.

All members of the group will part1c1pate and glve their 1deas as the group discusses the
complaints. .

To Prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has combined with others to subject us.. .to their Acts of pretended legislation.:

For depriving us in many cases, of the beneﬁts of Trial by Jury

For transporting us beyond Seas to be z‘rzed for pretended oﬁ‘ences

For taking away our Charters abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments:

Questions:
1. What is each complamt about? Write a brief descri jtlon of éach complaint in your own words.
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2. Whois “He” that the colomsts Tefer to m the gnevancesV
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3. Who are the colonists blammg for their gnevances‘? Why do. .you think thcy are blammg him?
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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Directions:

I. Read the complaints assigned to your group.

2. Discuss each complaint with your group, and then answer the questions below.,

3. Select recorder, readers (2-3), and a presenter.,

A recorder writes up the notes from the group discussion and hands them to the presenter.
(Group should discuss notes before being presented.)

The readers read the original complaints aloud to the class.

The presenter will read the groups responses to the class.

All members of the group will participate and give their ideas as the group discusses the
complaints. :

To Prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging war

against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
.A " L s

He has  excited domiestic insurrection amongst us, and has endeavored 1o brmg on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an
undz.s'nnguzshed destruction of all ages, sexes, and condmons k

Que.snons . o
1. What is each complaint about? Write & brief description 'of each complaint in your own words.
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2, Who is ©'He” that the colonists refef to in the grievances?
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3. Who are the colonists blaming for their grievances? Why do you think they are blaming him?
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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Part IV — Attempts to Address Grievances

In every stage of these Oppressions, We have petitioned for Redress in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury, A Prince,
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the
ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British pbrethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legmlature to extend | an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement
here. We have: appealed to, their native justice and ma magnanimity, and we have conjured them by
the ties of our common kindred fo-disavovw these usutpations; which-would ingvitably: intetrupt
our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justi¢é and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of ininkind, Enemies in War, in Peace

Fnends_‘

Questions:

How did the colonists tiy to address these grievances earliér?
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Why did thcy feel it wds neceéssary t6 state this in 1 thie Declaratlon? )
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Student Activity Sheet: Investigating the Declaration of Independence

Part V — Declaring Independence

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and
Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crewn, and
that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be
totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclnde Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our ives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Questions:

‘What words from this paragraph actually declare the colonists’ independence?
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‘What rights and powers do they state that they now have?
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